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Spartans talk student debt relief
By Alessio Cavalca

San Jose State
experts and
student express
mixed opinions on
loan forgiveness

STAFF WRITER

President Joe Biden announced a plan
on Aug. 24 to cancel student loan debts for
millions of borrowers, but some San Jose
State community members say it has political
and economic ramifications.
The plan will cancel $10,000 in debt
for students who have incomes less than
$125,000 per year and up to $20,000 for
those who borrowed money from the
Pell Grant program, which is a form
of need-based federal financial aid that
typically doesn’t have to be repaid,

according to the White House fact sheet.
Roughly 43 million Americans hold
federal student loan debt of $1.6 trillion
total, according to the U.S. Student Loan
Debt data.
Economics assistant professor Justin
Rietz said Biden’s loan forgiveness plan is
a clear advantage, but there will be societal
consequences.
“What students will not pay, will be paid by
taxpayers,” Rietz said.
The student loan debt relief plan will
cost $400 billion to the U.S. taxpayers.
The earlier estimates reported an average
burden per taxpayer of $2,503, According to

the National Taxpayers Union Foundation.
Rietz said even if raising taxes can have
negative consequences, the major effects of
the plan can be inflationary.
“Now there is a large group of people who
have more money in their hands, people
who have [paid] their debt off,” Rietz said.
“They can spend that money in other ways,
prices can go up and of course, education is
included in this trend.”
He said there is a possibility that
education costs will rise in the near future
as a direct effect of the plan, which will
RELIEF | Page 2

SJ community
members voice
DACA concerns
By Nick Zamora
STAFF WRITER

Shouts for justice and equality could be heard
Saturday afternoon in front of San Jose City Hall, where
about 15 protesters gathered to rally for the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) protection.
“We’re here today as part of a national call to action
in defense of DACA,” said Mike Paradela, one of the
organizers with Freedom Road Socialist Organization
(FRSO).
FRSO is a national organization of “revolutionaries”
fighting for socialism, according to its website.
The protest came days after President Joe Biden
moved to show support for DACA through the
NICK ZAMORA | SPARTAN DAILY

Local community members stand in front of San Jose City Hall on Sunday afternoon to advocate for DACA.

DACA | Page 2

2

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

NEWS

TUESDAY, AUG. 30, 2022

INFOGRAPHIC BY BRYANNA BARTLETT; SOURCE: JUNE 29 NATIONAL IMMIGRATION LAW CENTER ARTICLE, AUG. 24 CBS NEWS ARTICLE

DACA
Continued from page 1
Department of Homeland
Security with a 453 page federal
regulation that will take effect on
Oct. 31, according to an Aug. 24
CBS News article.
The rule will codify the
Obama-era program that has
been governed by a 2012 memo,
into the U.S. regulations code,
according to the CBS News
article.
DACA has permitted hundreds
of thousands of unauthorized
immigrants who arrived in
the U.S. as children to live and
work legally without fear of
deportation, since its inception
a decade ago, according to the
same article.
The Aug. 24 ruling is
designed to address some of the
Republican-led challenges against
DACA, specifically the July
2021 decision by a Texas federal
judge that closed new DACA
applications, according to the
CBS News article.
The Texas order, which came
from the federal court case Texas
v. United States, permits the U.S.
government to process firsttime DACA requests, but it can’t
grant or deny the applications,
according to a June 29 National
Immigration Law Center article.
“Considering all the attacks the
Supreme Court has made on, like
policies, like Roe versus Wade
and other things, there is a very
real chance that DACA could be
also cut as well,” Paradela said.
“That could mean up to 800,000
undocumented
immigrants
could be deported and that is just

blatantly gross and disgusting.”
As of March 31, 611,270
immigrants were enrolled in
DACA, according to the U.S.
DACA data.
Jennifer Lin, the main
organizer for the event and FRSO
member, said Biden’s rule isn’t
enough from an administration
that has already done nothing.

Considering all the
attacks the Supreme
Court has made on,
like policies, like Roe
versus Wade and
other things, there is a
very real chance that
DACA could be also
cut as well. That could
mean up to 800,000
undocumented
immigrants could be
deported and that is
just blatantly gross
and disgusting.
Mike Paradela
Freedom Road Socialist
Organization member

“I think, effectively, I don’t
know that it changes much at
all, politically speaking,” she said
before the protest began.
With the Supreme Court’s June
24 ruling that overturned Roe v.
Wade, many protesters, including

Paradela and Lin, expressed that
Biden should do more to protect
at-risk groups from a majority
conservative court.
“For me, I see it more as like
he’s just kind of trying to put a
bandaid on it rather than trying
to address the root problems
of the immigration system,”
Paradela said.
On San Jose State campus,
a similar sentiment was stated
from an UndocuSpartan Student
Resource
Center
student
assistant, who wished to remain
anonymous for safety concerns.
“It’s been an overwhelming
time for ourselves and the
undocumented community and
not just for the SJSU community,”
the student assistant said in a
phone call. “This rule and
DACA in general, I feel, there’s
constantly being changes made
to it and that affects people’s lives.
It’s something that is affecting
people’s livelihood and whether
they can be here.”
The UndocuSpartan Student
Resource Center stated in an
email that there are many SJSU
students, faculty and staff who
are DACA beneficiaries and need
permanent protections.
“The last 10 years have shown
us the positive impact DACA
has had in the lives of hundreds
of thousands of undocumented
youth, their families and
communities, but DACA does not
replace Congressional action,” the
center stated. “What our students
and staff need are a pathway
toward permanent residency,
especially a pathway that is more
inclusive than DACA.”
The UndocuSpartan Student
Resource Center stated U.S.
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translate into new student loans.
“For individuall students receiving
debt forgiveness
ess is clearly
positive,” Rietz said. “But from
a societal perspective,
ctive, it is not
clear what is going
ng to happen
in terms of economic
consequences.”
He said even iff it is difficult
to predict thee effective
consequences of the plan, the
possibility of an inflationary
scenario is real and it will be
directly connected
ed to higher
costs in education.
n.
Marketing senior
enior
Nigel Pun said the
ramification
of
inflation concerns
rns
him.
“I will not be
directly affected
ed
by the plan,” Pun
un
said. “But I will
ill
indirectly feel the
he
debt relief through
gh
inflation, affecting
ting
my living costs like
food and rent.”
He said he thinks
nks the plan’s inflationary
consequences will be similar to the inflation
caused by coronavirus stimulus checks,
which were checks issued in 2020-22 by the

Internal Revenue Service.
“Student
relief
debt
is one of the points
that young adults have
been pushing for without necessarily
understanding the economic ramification,”
Pun said. “An economy already running
hot cannot handle more fuel and this

Citizen and Immigration Services
(USCIS) is still accepting and
processing renewals and SJSU
students and employees can
access free immmigration legal
services through the California
State University Legal Service
by scheduling an appointment
through the UndocuSpartan
Student Resource Center website.
“We
need
something

will lead to a drastic crash that will not
end well.”
Besides the economical
ec
and
financial effects th
that both college
students and th
the U.S. economy
Pu said there are
will have, Pun
politic elements that
also political
are stron
strongly linked to
stu
the student
loan debt
cancell
cancellation.
“Th debt relief
“The
is
definitely
a
last-r
last-resort
political
tacti
tactic to recover
[Bid
[Biden’s] approval
rate that bottomed
M
in May,
June and
July,” he said.
Bid
Biden’s
public
approv rate fell to
approval
36% in July, which was
the lowes
lowest rating of his
19 months as president,
according to a July 19 Reuters
article.
However, President
Pre
Biden
saw a six-point gain from July in a
accord
recent Gallup poll, according
to a Friday
article by Bloomberg, which is a private and
economics-based newsgroup in New York.
“My personal opinion is that Biden
worked to cancel student de
debt to recapture
the support of young adu
adults, particularly
those in the Democratic Part
Party,” Pun said.
James Brent, master of public
administration director and political science
associate professor, said even if the student

For individual students
receiving debt forgiveness is
clearly positive, but from a
societal perspective, it is not clear
what is going to happen in terms
of economic consequences.
Justin Rietz
SJSU economics
assistant professor

NICK ZAMORA | SPARTAN DAILY

A Freedom Road Socialist Organization member holds up a sign
on Sunday afternoon in front of San Jose City Hall while chanting.

more solid and now,” said the
anonymous student assistant
from the UndocuSpartan Student
Resource Center. “It’s hard when
these laws and initiatives are
up in the air, things can change
so quickly and that can be
discouraging.”
Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily

debt relief is a political strategy, it does not
have to be perceived as negative.
“Of course it is political,” Brent said. “Over
the last decade, one of the main dividing
lines that has risen between Democrats and
Republicans is that college graduates have
gravitated more toward the Democrats while
people who did not graduate gravitate more
toward the Republicans.”
Brent said the plan is a policy that rewards
the Democratic base, adding that Democrats
have pursued it over the years because “they
believe that is a good public policy.”
He said the policy can also spark good
results for Biden in terms of popularity
among young adults.
“For President Biden, this helps in
strengthening his appeal among young
voters and more [progressive] voters,”
Brent said. “Which it does not mean to be
in contrast with the positive effects of the
debt relief.”
Overall it can be perceived as a preliminary
step toward a more important achievable
result, he said.
“Generally, Democrats simply believe
that education should be cheaper or perhaps
free,” Brent said. “In this case, the student
loan debt relief is just an incredibly small step
toward that definitive goal.”

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
Graphic by Bryanna Bartlett
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Art as liberation after incarceration
By Nick Zamora
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SAN JOSE INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART

contributions and ideas to his work.
Krimes spoke to loved ones
and family of former inmates and
gathered clothes they used to wear
to be used for the quilts in the series.
“You often have to change hearts
and minds. That is where artists and
the power of art come in. Because
art produces culture, or shows what

we value and what we don’t value,”
said Krimes. “. . . And we vary
intentionally, or the organization
tries to bridge that divide and bring
artists and advocates together in
an effort to end mass-incarceration
in a number of different ways.”
The panelists spoke about their
struggle in prison and hope that
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the art they make allows others
to view them as individuals and
as people who deserve humanity.
“When people say the prison
system is broken, I actually like
to say it’s not. It is doing exactly
what it is designed to do,” said
Krimes in a webinar. “It is designed
to make people feel unworthy
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“Why do you
have to wear
glasses when
you do math?”

“They help with
da vision!”

“My
weapons
of
mass
destruction is my creativity,” said
artist Halim A. Flowers in an online
panel and presentation hosted by
the Institute of Contemporary
Art San Jose Thursday night.
ICA San Jose was “inspired” to
host the workshop after showing
two of panelist Jesse Krimes’ quilts
from his series “Elegy Quilts”
in the ICA gallery according to
its website about the event.
The workshop and panel hosted
by ICA San Jose was a look at
the featured artists, their art and
sense of self while incarcerated. The
discussion made a special note to
mention their process and what
materials they were able to use.
Flowers is a D.C. based Artist who
has spent his life in and out of the
U.S. carceral system, the system of
jail or prison, since he was 16 years
old, and uses a mixture of photo
collage, paint and words on canvas.
“I want to capture the aesthetic
to create something beautiful, that
has meaning that when one sees it,
it is encyclopedic, meaning that it
engages one on an intellectual level
and makes them question oneself
and one’s existence,” said Flowers.
Krimes who once created a
40-by-10 piece while incarcerated
by transferring New York Times
photos
onto
bed
sheets
using
hair
gel.
Three pieces of Jesse Krimes’
“Elegy Quilts”, “Phoenix” and
“Wolf Point” have both been
on display at ICA San Jose
and are made of a mixture of
sewing, glue and needle point.
The series, according to
Krimes, is based on incarcerated
individuals’ ideas of home
and the last time they felt safe.
Krimes made note to only
mention incarcerated individuals
he worked with as collaborators
and said that he paid them for their

and un-valuable, and it creates
that cycle. And so what creating
artwork in prison did was it
provided me the space, to say, it
provided me autonomy over
something that I fully had control of
in an environment where we have
no control. And it provided,
it basically, maintained my
sense
of
self.”
Krimes took this attitude and
struggle and started Right to Return
USA after his last release from
prison when he met and began
working with the third panelist
Russell Craig on the outside.
The goal of the right of
Return USA is a fellowship
program funded through arts
grants from the Art for Justice
Fund, The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation Open Philanthropy
and The Soze Agency that helps
elevate and change the narrative
and view of incarcerated and
previously incarcerated people
for the overall goal of raising the
humanity of all people behind
bars according to their website.
They want to change the
way people see those who
were formerly incarcerated.
Craig, like Krimes, an
inaugural fellow and founder of
Right to Return USA, always
used art to maintain his sense of
being even before going to prison.
“A lot of crime and a lot of crazy
stuff happens in our neighborhoods
and things like that. So even as a
child, art was the way to escape
the fact that I ain’t had a normal
family, things going on around me,
and I just been doing art all my life,
Craig said. “So it was basically like a
survival tool and also a distraction
like a focus.” Craig said of his
relationship with art and creativity.
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SJSU students groove at silent disco

BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY

Above: A San Jose State student boogies with her group of friends while listening to
“We Are Never Ever Getting Back Together” by singer-songwriter Taylor Swift During
the Silent Disco event held by both Student Involvement and Student Union, Inc. in
the Student Union Ballroom Monday evening. Middle left: DJ Lexapeel, a frequent SJSU

TRAVIS WYNN | SPARTAN DAILY

BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY

vendor, mixes a track on stage. Middle right: Headphones lay on a table outside of the
Student Union Ballroom, ready to be picked up by students before they walk inside.
Bottom left: Katlyn Leonardich, vendor from Pacific Face Painters, dips her brush into
paint before applying it to a student’s skin. Bottom right: Students dance.

TRAVIS WYNN | SPARTAN DAILY

BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY
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Twitterstorms rain on some more than others
Alessio Cavalca
STAFF WRITER

We live in a world where it is
really easy to cross the line between
expressing a personal point of
view and harming somebody
else’s identity. Whether people
intentionally or unintentionally
cross the line or whether others
excuse them, the outcome does
not change.
Crossing that line can result in
backlash online.
Not everybody receives the same
treatment, or at least not everybody
faces the same kind of backlash.
These online protests in the
name of social justice, gender equity
or social inclusion are just masks
that cover up the true subconscious
intentions of racism.
One example is the American
black artist Lizzo using the word
“spaz” in the song “GRRRLS ” on
her new album “Special.”
The word in a slang connotation
is used to define a jumpy person
and it is used in African American
Vernacular English as a definition
of “going crazy,” according to the
Urban Dictionary.
Beyoncé in her most recent
album release “Renaissance” also
used “spaz” in her track “HEATED,”
which she removed after backlash
online, according to an Aug. 3 Slate
magazine article.
The word, typically meaning
“spastic,” has different use and
connotations in both American and
British English.
However, the word has a more
offensive connotation in British
English because it specifically refers
to an incopetent person, according
to Collins Dictionary.
Hannah Diviney, a writer with
cerebral palsy, wrote about the
negative connotations surrounding
“spaz” in a June 11 Twitter post that
sparked the conversation.
Lizzo immediately changed
her lyrics, according to a June 14

New York Times article.
“It’s been brought to my attention
that there is a harmful word in
my new song “GRRRLS.” Let me
make one thing clear: I never want
to promote derogatory language,”
Lizzo said in a June 14 tweet.
She continued to write that she
understood the connotations of
harmful language, citing her own
personal experiences “as a fat Black
woman in America, I’ve had many
hurtful words used against me.”
Even after the lyric change, the
condemnation of Lizzo continued.
Diviney thanked Lizzo in a
follow up for understanding the
harm the word causes.
“I’m going to cry, Thank you so
much for hearing us Lizzo and for
understanding that this was only
ever meant gently and being open
to learning, it honestly means the
world. You’re a real true ally,” she
wrote in a June 13 tweet.
The reaction to situations
like that vary depending on the
ethnicity of the artist.
Another artist, Taylor Swift, used
the words “psycho” and “lame”
in the song “ME!” from her 2019
album “Lover.”
However, the reaction was not
the same as it was for Lizzo.
Swift’s lyrics gained attention
after Michaela Rye, a disabled
student from the Western
University in London, wrote about
Swift’s ableist slur explaining her
feelings about the misuse of those
words.

ILLUSTRATION BY JOVANNA OLIVARES

Comedian and host of “The
Daily Show” Trevor Noah
highlighted how Lizzo, one
of the most inclusive artists
and performers of our current
generation, has been targeted and
“hated” even after she removed the
word from her song, according to a
July 28 clip from “The Daily Show
with Trevor Noah.”
Even when the consequences

Even when the consequences
are warranted, they are
unevenly applied.
Rye’s opinion went viral, and
online debates started taking place
on Reddit.
In a perfect world, Swift would
have removed the word from her
lyrics, but this never happened.
Both artists committed similar
mistakes, but faced different
reactions. The backlash against
Lizzo has been louder and more
aggressive compared to anything
Swift received.

are warranted, they are unevenly
applied.
Another example is during the
2022 Academy Awards ceremony
when Will Smith got on stage and
slapped Chris Rock in front of the
audience.
That resulted in Smith being
banned from the Oscars for
10 years.
It sounds fair. A violent action,
especially on stage during an

important ceremony, has its
consequences.
However, the Academy Awards
ceremonies have not always been
fair in terms of inclusion, social
justice and equity.
The hashtags #WhiteOscars
and #OscarsSoWhite stormed the
internet five years ago during the
87th and 88th Academy Awards
ceremonies respectively because of
the inequality present in the cinema
industry, according to a Feb. 6, 2020
New York Times article.
During the 1973 Academy
Awards ceremony, Sacheen
Littlefeather, representing the
Oscar winner Marlon Brando, gave
a speech criticizing Hollywood’s
cinematic representation of
Native Americans.
The audience of the ceremony
started mocking the woman on
stage, and actor John Wayne had
to be physically restrained from
attacking Littlefeather on stage,
according to an Aug. 18 Variety
article. Nobody was banned
or punished.
These are just a few examples
showing that this is a problem going
beyond music and cinema, and has
deep roots.

Today, modern society tends
to cover and mask racism using a
politically correct shell.
It is easier to mask hate and
racism towards people using a noble
principle. This form of disguising
allows people to hide their hate and
racism in public, protecting their
figure from the “racist” label.
The public can no longer tolerate
racism, but they prefer an excuse
for being racist in the name of
something noble rather than
deleting it from society.
Nobody wants to be a racist in
2022, especially if a person wants to
maintain or gain popularity.
It is fundamental to understand
what is behind a protest. It is critical
to comprehend if what seems to
be a noble and correct protest
is actually a disguise for racism,
intentionally or unintentionally.
People need to think with their
heads rather than joining protests
storming the web because it is the
moment’s trend.

Follow Alessio on Twitter
@ale_cavalca

Disabled people deserve better from artists and their fans

Vanessa Tran
STAFF WRITER

Artists should be more socially aware
of their words, especially those who
have such big platforms.
The common use of the slur “spaz”
has unfortunately become normalized
in the music industry.
Singer-songwriters Beyoncé and
Lizzo have recently changed lyrics in
their new songs because of backlash for
using an ableist slur.
Lizzo’s song “GRRRLS” included the
slur “spaz,” a derogatory term short for
spastic. The slur was used as an insult
with disregard for those who suffer
from medical conditions and its use
could have been avoided.
The Rolling Explorer, a lifestyle blog
for disabled individuals, said in the
United States, the word is often used
to describe the act of losing control,
while in the United Kingdom it is a
derogatory term referring to someone
with cerebral palsy.
Black disabled activist Vilissa
Thompson told NPR that some would
consider “spaz” a part of African
American Vernacular English because
it is used by Black people within their
communities.
“The onus is on us to not just unlearn
but also update and improve the way
that we communicate with each other,

so that our words are intentionally
used, so that they don’t cause
unintentional harm,” Thompson said in
a June 16 NPR article.
The song was initially released on
June 10, but was later reuploaded on
all music streaming services with the
slur removed.
On July 29, a few weeks later,
Beyoncé’s song “HEATED” on her
newest studio album “Renaissance”
received backlash for also including
the word “spaz.” Like Lizzo, Beyoncé
rereleased the song with new lyrics.
It is questionable why alternative
words or phrases were not thought of
during the creative process of the
two songs.
With fans around the world, the two
singers should have been more cautious
with their words.
Lizzo quickly came out with a
statement on Twitter and announced
that she wants to be part of the change
that she wishes for the world.
Accountability and change in
behavior are two major steps that
should be taken after an artist makes
a mistake.
On the other hand, it can be a gray
area if they had no ill intentions with
their respective songs.
Although Beyoncé and Lizzo did not
intend to use the slur in an insulting
way, only listeners who are offended by
the slur should call them out.
Even though a person’s intentions
may have not been to harm someone’s
feelings, the effect is still there.
In this particular instance, some
of Lizzo’s and Beyoncé’s fans were
not happy.
While a lot of their fanbases came
to Twitter to defend them, a lot of
their supporters have no position to

INFOGRAPHIC BY CAROLYN BROWN; SOURCE: CANVA

react as they are not disabled.
Voicing their feelings toward
the usage of the slur only silences
individuals who are affected and
deserve to be heard.
Andy Nguyen, a 21-year-old disabled
man, said he does not mind when
artists use ableist lyrics.
“I don’t think singers or rappers
mean to intentionally use these (ableist)
words in a hurtful way,” Nguyen said in
a phone call. “Personally, I do not get
offended when they do use the word
spaz . . . If they want to re-release their
songs with new lyrics, that’s fine too. I
think they have every right to change
the words or not change them.”
Both singers made the right decision
re-releasing their songs, showing
that they are listening to constructive

criticism to be better artists.
If the songs’ lyrics didn’t change, the
singers would have contributed to the
ongoing cycle of the world being made
solely for able-bodied people.
The world already caters to
able-bodied people and with the
constant usage of the word “spaz,” it
only conditions people to think that
disabled people are not normal.
It is important that celebrities are
held accountable for their actions.
Criticism should be taken into
accountability with the intent of
improvement and educating others.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @Spartandaily
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Senior linemen Anthony Pardue (middle) snaps the ball to junior quarterback Chevan Cordeiro during team walkthroughs on Friday evening inside CEFCU Stadium.

Spartans aim to rebound from 2021
By Nathan Canilao
NEWS EDITOR

Two hundred and seventy-seven
days. That is the last time the San
Jose State football team stepped foot
on the gridiron.
After a long offseason and the
retooling of the roster, the Spartans
will be back in their quest to
capture another Mountain West
Championship.
“I’m excited to see how our
players respond to gameday,” head
coach Brent Brennan said. “I’m
excited to see what our defense
does with all of our experienced
players . . . I’m really just excited to
see us play.”
SJSU followed up its 2020
Mountain West Championship year
with a relatively disappointing 2021.
The team finished the year with a
5-7 record and did not qualify to
play in a bowl game.
The Spartans also lost key players
Joining Cordeiro on the SJSU
from their 2020 championship
run, most notably quarterback offense is former Nevada wide
Nick Starkel and tight end receiver Elijah Cooks. Cooks
caught 76 passes for 926 yards in
Derrick Deese Jr.
But this year has the potential to 2019 for the Wolfpack.
One area where the Spartans
be different.
The Spartans replenished their might have struggles this year is the
roster and landed key players in the offensive line.
Outside of senior center Anthony
transfer portal.
The coaching staff has also stayed Pardue and senior offensive tackle
Jaime Navarro, the
intact as Brennan
line is relatively
and Derrick Odum,
associate
head
young and will
UPCOMING
need to look to
coach and defensive
GAME
improve with game
coordinator, are
returning for their SJSU vs. Portland State experience as the
season progresses.
sixth seasons.
Thursday @ 7:30 p.m.
Pardue said he is
Besides
the
actively helping the
loss of coach Aric
Williams to Montana Tech, the younger players get acclimated to
Spartans added Chip Viney from the SJSU offense through practice.
“Just focusing them on the
the University of Oklahoma to head
game plan and taking every rep
the cornerback group.
On the offensive side of the ball, and practice like it’s a game,” said
the Spartans gained a key player Pardue, regarding what he’s doing
in former University of Hawaii to help younger players.
On the defensive end,
quarterback Chevan Cordeiro.
The former two-star high school the Spartans will have three
recruit threw for 2,973 yards, 17 All-Mountain West preseason
touchdowns and 11 interceptions. all-conference players.
Outside linebacker Kyle Harmon
Cordeiro adds a dynamic element
to the Spartans offense as he is will play a big role on the Spartan
capable of making plays through defense. Last season, Harmon was
third in the nation in total tackles
the air and on his feet.
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with 133 and started all but one
game.
Senior Cade Hall and junior
Viliami Fehoko will fortify the
defensive line for the Spartans. The
pair combined for 76 tackles and 11
sacks in the 2021 season.
Shamar Garrett, running back
and punt returner, said the focus
for this season will be to stay “in the
present.”
“We take it one game at a
time right now, that’s the focus,”
Garrett said.
The Spartans will have a rough
stretch of games after their home
opener. They will face Auburn,
Western Michigan and Wyoming
in a three game stretch.
SJSU lost to Western Michigan
by 20 points last season and Auburn
was just outside the AP Preseason
Top 25 poll this year.
The Spartans will face the
Portland State Vikings on Thursday
in their home opener. The Spartans
are 17.5 point favorites in their
matchup against the Vikings,
according to OddsSharks.com, a
sports betting website.
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